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Fairmont Entertainment Company

Audition Packet

Includes instructions for 

Illusion Show Choir

Eleventh Hour (a cappella group)

Fusion (a cappella group)

Instructions:

1) Have grade estimates filled out by your current teachers

2) Bring completed forms with you to your first audition:

no exceptions!
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Greetings! 

Congratulations on taking your first step toward becoming a member of a Kettering Fairmont High School tradition: the Fairmont Entertainment Company. This ensemble has excelled because of the involvement of many talented students such as you. FEC is a true company, meaning a troupe of performers who often perform as separate subgroups, but sometimes perform together. The Fairmont Entertainment Company will consist of the following groups:

· Eleventh Hour A cappella ensemble – Mr. McDonald, Director

· Perform pop a cappella music on handheld microphones with limited choreography

· Singers must be the highest order of vocal musicians

· Open to students grades 10-12

· Members of Eleventh Hour may not participate in other FEC groups. 

· Illusion Show Choir – Mr. Phan, Director

· Members sing and dance

· Will compete in area show choir competitions

· Open to students grades 9-12

· Fusion A cappella ensemble – Mr. Phan, Director

· Perform pop a cappella music with zone and solo microphones with limited choreography

· Singers must exhibit an advanced vocal and musical ability

· Open to students grades 9-12

Members of Fairmont Entertainment Company will receive the highest level of vocal and dance training to best prepare them for superior performances and success in competition. Therefore, students who are chosen to become members of FEC are expected to rehearse and perform at a high level of excellence. In addition to weekly rehearsals, individual “homework” is expected.

Although there are many talented students auditioning this year (including past members, who must re-audition), there are a limited number of available positions in the FEC. Failure to make the group does not in any way indicate a lack of valuable musical talent. 

Thank you for your interest in Fairmont Entertainment Company. We look forward to hearing and seeing your audition!

Sincerely,

Mr. McDonald





Mr. Phan

Fairmont Entertainment Company Application

2010-2011
NAME: _________________________ GRADE: __________ AGE: _____ GPA: _____

ADDRESS: ____________________________________________________________

PHONE: _________________________ VOICE PART: _________________________

PARENT’S NAMES: __________________________________________________

E-MAIL: __________________________________________________

I am auditioning for (check all that apply)

· Eleventh Hour

· Fusion

· Illusion 

Check any KFHS ensembles that apply to you:

Band (any level)
 9

 10

 11



Orchestra (any level)
 9

 10

 11



Symphonic Chorale
 9

 10

 11


Men’s Chorus

 9

 10

 11



Women’s Chorus
 9

 10

 11



Illusion 

 9

 10

 11



Eleventh Hour

 9

 10

 11



Fusion


 9

 10

 11



Check any VB/KMS ensembles that apply to you (incoming Freshmen only).

Band


 6

 7

 8



Orchestra

 6

 7

 8



Choir


 6

 7

 8


2009-2010 Grade Estimates:

Period



Teacher


Grade


Comments

1) __________________
_________________

________

_______________________

2) __________________
_________________

________

_______________________

3) __________________
_________________

________

_______________________

4) __________________
_________________

________

_______________________

5) __________________
_________________

________

_______________________

6) __________________
_________________

________

_______________________

7) __________________
_________________

________

_______________________

List any previous musical experience (use back if necessary):

Private lessons: _____YES _____NO

Voice or instrument: _______________

If yes, name of teacher: ______________________________  Years: _______________

Extra-curricular activities for 2010-2011:

2010-2011 Classes (in no particular order)

1)

2)

3)

4)

5)

6)

7)

Please indicate any potential conflicts with Monday/Wed. 6-9 rehearsals and Saturday performances.

(Use back if necessary)
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FAIRMONT ENTERTAINMENT COMPANY PARENT PERMISSION SLIP

This sheet is to be turned in to Mr. McDonald or Mr. Phan with your application on the day of your first audition.

I / we give support for our child to audition for the Fairmont Entertainment Company. We have read the audition packet and understand the commitment necessary to be an active member of the group from the aspects of time, effort, and financial contribution. I / we also pledge our support to the Choral Parent Booster Association if our child becomes a member of the group.

STUDENT’S NAME: ________________________________________

PARENT OR GUARDIAN SIGNATURE:

_________________________________________________________________

Audition Requirements/Information

All auditions occur in the FHS choir room – room 424 

Illusion Show Choir Auditions

All auditionees must attend the dance workshop listed here:

Thursday May 20 from 4:00-7:00 p.m.

During this workshop, the audition dance combination will be taught. You will practice this on your own and come prepared to final auditions. There are separate dances for men and women.

Final Audition (contains singing and dance portions, detailed below)

Tuesday, May 25 from 4:00-8:00 p.m.

Singing Audition

A prepared solo. This is a broadway-style song performed from memory. You may bring your own accompanist, but one will be present to play for you if necessary. Bring sheet music in the appropriate key (do not ask the accompanist to transpose) if needed. A cappella singing or singing to soundtrack accompaniment is permitted. Soundtracks should be in compact disc format. 

Dance Audition

All students auditioning for Show Choir MUST be present for the entirety of the dance audition. However, we will do our best to work through conflicts as much as possible. Keep in mind that any time you are away from the audition is less time we get to assess you!

Mr. Phan will facilitate these auditions with the help of the current choreographer as well as outgoing dance captains. They will teach a series of simple dance steps to all students and watch you in small groups. Students auditioning do not have to be “great dancers,” but need to be able to move in a decent fashion and retain learned directions.

A cappella Auditions (occur simultaneously)

Monday, May 17 6:00-9:00 p.m.

Callbacks – Friday, May 21 4:00-8:00 p.m.

A cappella auditions have changed from year to year, and they seem to scare a lot of people. PLEASE don’t let that be the case for you! In fact, the A cappella groups are the perfect place for musicians who have non-traditional skills. Being able to sing solos with style, harmonize by ear, learn from CDs, beat-box, etc. are all GREAT for these groups. What makes A cappella groups strong is to have a diverse group of musicians with a wide array of skills – some technical, some natural. Being the best singer, the best reader, etc. is NOT going to win you a spot here. We are looking for the IT factor… and here is what we will assess in the process:

· ROUND ONE – Monday, May 17:

· ALL auditionees will do the following:

· Perform one pop-style solo with karaoke track on CD (you must provide)

· Perform one sight-reading excerpt

· Bring with them one letter of recommendation that speaks to the following qualities:

· Work ethic

· Positive attitude

· Reliability

· Communication

· Ability to balance their activities

· Then, there will be our first cut.

· Those surviving the first cut will then:

· Perform in small groups on a song of our choosing

· Sheet music and learning tracks for the chosen song will be available at www.fairmontchoirs.org starting on Monday, May 10.

· ROUND TWO – Friday, May 21:

· Here’s how round two works:

· Three song excerpts from the current Fusion repertoire and three song excerpts from the Eleventh Hour repertoire will be available at www.fairmontchoirs.org starting on Monday, May 10.

· Each singer must pick one Fusion song and one Eleventh Hour song and come prepared to sing a harmony part by themselves from memory with this year’s existing group.

· Incoming freshmen (current 8th-graders) will only learn the Fusion excerpt. DO NOT learn any Eleventh Hour excerpts, as you are ineligible to get into Eleventh Hour.

· Anyone who wants to make a stronger case that they should be chosen by learning more than one excerpt for each group may do so.

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS:

· How much does all this cost?

· Please reference the attached fee sheet
· What do beatboxers do?

· Beatboxers should come prepared to audition as SINGERS, and then also show us a beatbox solo. Beatboxers in our groups must sing occasionally, so you must sing for your audition.

· All auditionees should come prepared to beat-box even a little and join in if asked (don’t worry about being great, just don’t be scared or shy!). Those interested in being the dedicated beatboxers should be ready to solo. Lack of beatboxing will not keep you OUT of a group, but the competition will be tight. The ability to plan ahead, do even a little, and have some flexibility MIGHT be the difference that gets you IN! 

· What will help me make it into show choir or the a cappella groups?

· Come prepared, not scared

· Sing confidently, and if mistakes happen, recover

· Perform always

· Have a great attitude

· There's a lot to prepare here – what if I'm confused? What if I need help?

· Don't be afraid – ASK Mr. McDonald or Mr. Phan

· What if I don't have the money to do this?

· There is financial help available – so please ask Mr. McDonald or Mr. Phan about it

· Fundraisers can help you earn your fee

· Scholarships are available

· If you work with us and want to make the group, we won't let money stop you

Fairmont Entertainment Company Choir Calendar

At this early time, it is impossible to determine the exact date of each FEC engagement. However, a rough outline can be provided.

Rehearsals during the year

· During the school year, rehearsals will be held on Mondays and Wednesdays from 6:00 - 9:00 p.m. in the choir room unless otherwise indicated.

· Eleventh Hour will rehearse with Mr. McDonald on Mondays, by themselves on Wednesdays.

· Fusion will rehearse on Mondays 6-9 and Thursdays 5-6:30
· Show Choir will rehearse only on Wednesdays except for a few Tuesdays as listed on the calendar that will be given upon acceptance. These dates are for dress rehearsals and also just before competitions.

· Rarely, rehearsal might have to be “shifted” to a different night to accommodate the schedule of a visiting clinician or choreographer.

Summertime or Camp rehearsals – take place at KFHS Performing Arts Center

· A cappella: There are three rehearsals in the summer for a cappella – these are absolutely non-negotiable and mandatory for all members.

Monday, July 12, 2010 10:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.

Monday, July 26, 2010 10:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.

Monday, August 9, 2010 10:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.

· Show Choir: Show choir will have three, weekend camp rehearsals. The dates are:

September 11 and 12 from 9am to 9pm (Lunch and Dinner Breaks)
November 7 from 10am – 5pm (Lunch Break)
These dates are non-negotiable and mandatory for all members. Sharing with other activities must be coordinated in advance with Mr. Phan.

Competitions

· FEC regularly competes at Show Choir competitions, known as “Invitationals.” These are typically held on Saturdays, and last all day. The reason for this is because there is a preliminary round of competition in the morning/afternoon, and a finals round in the evening.

· We will perform in Perrysburg at a show choir clinic day on November 20th, 2010.
· We will compete at Beavercreek January 15, 2011.

· We will compete at Piqua January 22, 2011.

· FEC hosts an Invitational of its own each year as a fundraiser. All students are expected to attend and we will need a parent representative from each family to volunteer as staff during that day. That date is February 26, 2010. All FEC members must be present 2/25/10 from 5-10 p.m. and 2/26/10 all day (roughly 6:30a-midnight).

· We will compete at Fairfield March 5, 2010.

· There may be one or two more competitions to be determined
· All dates are subject to change between now and final auditions.

Other Performances

· FEC is sometimes hired to perform within the Dayton community. Advance notice (three or more weeks) is always given to the members so that their schedules can be accommodated to the best of our ability. Because of the flexible nature of this troupe, individual units may be dispatched on gigs as well as the full group. 

· FEC might perform on any Fairmont Choral Program. As members of FEC will (by and large) also be members of Fairmont Choirs, this should present no extra time commitment.

· All FEC choir participants will rehearse for and perform in the Fairmont Spring Musical. This is non-negotiable, so those auditioning are highly encouraged to evaluate the coming year and any scheduling conflicts that may come up. 

· The musical rehearsal schedule will most likely be distributed during auditions for the musical, the week of January 10, 2011
· Musical season will run from late January until the show closes on April 23, 2010

· Those planning to be in other Fairmont extra-cirricular activities (sports, clubs, etc.), will be considered for exclusion from the musical under case-specific criterion. 

Sharing

· FEC is a fantastic opportunity for Fairmont students, but not the only one in which they are typically involved. We have no problem sharing students with other activities, but any such sharing must be equitable, to all parties, and communicated well in advance. This is the responsibility of the student. Members can expect an accurate, regularly updated calendar that contains as many future dates as possible. In return, we expect that students communicate with us in regards to any potential conflicts.

· The Director reserves the right to remove a student from performance opportunities or from the group permanently for tardiness, absence, poor performance, lack of cooperation, or inappropriate scheduling problems.

Absences/Conflicts

We in the FHS Choral Department understand that students have many worthwhile experiences from which to choose during their time in school. Conflicts with other events often arise, and circumstances come to bear that sometimes require our absence. Therefore, we ask students for 100% attendance accountability rather than 100% attendance. Of course students are expected to be present whenever possible. Listed below are some guidelines to determining what is an excused absence, an unexcused absence, or a conflict.

EXCUSED ABSENCES

· Severe illness (verified by doctor’s note in case of dress rehearsal, concert, performance, or excessive classroom absence)

· Death in immediate family

· Participation in family wedding (director must have one month’s prior written notice)

· Participation in family religious ceremony (director must have one month’s prior written notice)

· All excused absences must be reported directly to Mr. McDonald in writing prior to the absence.

· In the case of co-curricular groups (FEC), the director reserves the right to spot-test the student on preparedness

UNEXCUSED ABSENCES

· No call/No show to rehearsal, dress rehearsal, or performance

· No prior notice of conflict

· Non-contagious minor illness (headache, head cold, sore throat, etc.)

· Work (Failure to give your boss proper notice is not our problem…if you do give notice and your boss is uncooperative (I haven’t had one yet who was), please have them call me.)

· Babysitting – make family arrangements to accommodate your schedule as a student.

· Out-of-town visitors (“But it’s the ONLY TIME I can see Fred…”)

· “But I couldn’t get a ride…”

· Routine appointments that can occur other times (dental/eye exams, doctor checkups, driver’s license, etc.)

CONFLICTS

· Participation in another FHS event (sport, club, or evening event for another class) is permitted, provided the student provides Mr. McDonald with: (1) written schedule of other activity, (2) Name and contact information of other activity’s sponsor, AND that Mr. McDonald and the other sponsor can come to consensus on a program of time sharing.

· Outside activity (Dayton Youth Ballet, Muse Machine, Sinclair Honor Band, etc.)

· School concerts must have priority over outside events for personal fulfillment

· In all cases, students who choose an outside activity MUST communicate with Mr. McDonald and the other activity leader

· Students who are obligated to an FHS ensemble should respect their commitment. When auditioning for an outside activity, the student must inform that administration of all FHS commitments. Failure to do so will void Mr. McDonald’s standing practice of sharing.

· If an outside activity fails to accommodate sharing a student to an acceptable level, the student may be forced to choose one activity over another.

· If a student terminates an existing FHS obligation to undertake an outside activity, this will negatively impact future FHS auditions, as this shows lack of responsibility.

· Any student who is ill from school or an out-of-school rehearsal should not be found performing or rehearsing with an outside activity the same day. Any student who does so is in jeopardy of unexcused absence, appropriate grade penalty, and/or removal from ensemble at the director’s discretion.

PROCEDURE

· Students who have an excused absence or conflict must document this to Mr. McDonald in writing prior to the absence (except in cases of accident or medical emergency). Forms can be found in the choir room. The white form should be completed by the student and signed by the parent, then given to Mr. McDonald. He will keep two copies, and return one to the student. Any student found forging a parent’s signature is subject to removal from the group, will be written up to their unit office, and will jeopardize future auditions and placements.

IT IS SUGGESTED THAT STUDENTS MARK ALL CHORAL EVENTS IN THEIR STUDENT PLANNERS NOW.

Participation Fee

· Eleventh Hour and Fusion - $350

· Students will need to provide their own clothing for performance outfits, as the groups wear items that can be used in everyday life. We do not have a cappella “costume stock.”

· Fee covers:

· Sound equipment

· Festival fees

· Music

· Recordings

· Guest clinicians

· Rehearsal accompanist

· Illusion Show Choir - $450
· Many groups have participation fees that are much higher. Another area show choir has fees of almost $1,000.
· Fee covers:
· Costume rental
· Music
· Set construction
· Competition entry fees
· Travel expenses
· Choreographer
· Accompanist
· Band leader
· Guest clinicians
· Fee does not cover items of a personal nature (we do not keep stock for hygienic reasons), such as:
· Makeup for girls
· Hair extensions for girls
· Shoes for all students
· “Lollies” undergarments and hose for girls
· Earrings
· We do not want any student to let money be the deciding factor in this process. We will work with you to help you through this.
· Fees will be paid in three installments
· $100 immediately upon acceptance into the group – at a welcome meeting that will be announced upon posting of the roster.
· $100 due July 21, 2010 (turn in at the main office of the high school)
· Balance due August 24, 2010 (turn in to choir room during first day of school)
· Students who participate in more than one group (Fusion and Illusion) will pay an adjusted fee of $600.
