Choral Department Weekly Update
Week of February 1, 2010

Quote of the week
“I have no interest in being the tallest midget.”

-Vice President, Tyson Food Corporation

2010 CARA Nominations Announced

· Congratulations to Eleventh Hour for their 2010 CARA nominations:

· Best High School Album – Like Clockwork
· Best High School Song – SuddenlyI See
· Best High School Solo – Bethany Magee for Just No Good
· Best Scholastic Original Song – Hey Sunshine by Morgan Shope
Everyone
· Congratulations to Eleventh Hour for their outstanding conference appearances!

· Congratulations to Dara Neer,  Bobby Symes and Kendall Young for their awesome participation in OMEA All-State Choir!

· Now is the time we enter a cycle of increasing awareness. We have many things to do now, as we are past the halfway point in our year.

· Remember that it’s not how you start… it’s how you FINISH

· Upcoming events include:

· Feb. 9 - Eleventh Hour heads to OSU to present to their department of music education

· Feb. 23 - OMEA preview Tuesday WITH MIDDLE SCHOOL choirs @ 7 p.m.
· Feb. 26 - ACDA Central Region – Eleventh Hour presents and performs for 4 states of choir directors

· Feb. 27 - Illusion Show Choir hosts the Kettering Invitational here (all FEC works, open to curricular choirs for merit points)

· March 5 & 6 – we host OMEA District XII large group – EVERYONE IS WORKING
Symphonic Chorale

· Congratulations on some awareness building pre-conference. I’m excited to hear what you did while we were away.

· We get our new piece today: Daniel, Servant of the Lord

· We need to be memorized on all pieces by Valentine’s Day.

Men’s Chorus

· We need to seriously square away Viva L’Amour
· This week new piece: Come to Me, O My Love
· We need to be memorized on all pieces by Valentine’s Day.

Women’s Chorus

· What is the update on Thursday and Friday work? 
· Heavy sight-reading begins this week! 
· We need to be memorized on all pieces by Valentine’s Day. 
Eleventh Hour

· CONGRATS on OMEA! (more later in the update)
· Rehearsal tonight 6-9 (lots to recap)
Fusion

· Rehearsal tonight 6-9
Illusion Show Choir

· CONGRATS on making finals at Piqua!
· Best performer – Ryan Rice ((((
· Reminder – change calendars to reflect that Fairfield Invitational cancelled
· Rehearsal Wednesday 6-9
A rundown of Eleventh Hour’s appearances at the OMEA conference
Rarely do I find it so hard to express myself. I’m a man of many words… TOO many most times…. and yet my verbal skills are failing me now.

The work that was displayed at OMEA this weekend by Kettering Fairmont’s Eleventh Hour was just beyond belief. Top-notch. This was the synergy of the contributions of so many people, and I just want to list as much as I can to publicly thank you all… in no particular order – you all deserve so many thanks!

The members of Eleventh Hour: they work so hard… so, so hard. No one will ever know all they do to make this group a success. They are already outstanding young adults and bound to be huge successes after high school. I am prouder of them than any other group I have had to date, and that’s saying a lot. My hat is off to these kids.

The music staff of KCS: I say Kettering City Schools because NONE of these kids just showed up at the high school waiting for my “magic touch…” they are the product of music teachers from elementary through middle school and forward into high school. They are crossovers of band and orchestra for the most part, too. They are the best single representation of how our collaboration makes superior musicians. Thank you – each of you – for the part you have played in shaping these kids. A special thanks goes out to Rich Wright and Mike Berning for being over-arching supporters of cross-over sharing, and also to Alex Phan, Bryon Dobbs, Joan Reynolds and Janis Combs for supporting the KCS choirs as a whole. They have each done things to enhance our program and to help me personally as I worked to prep for this weekend. Another special thanks to Alex for his super arrangements.

The parents: Kettering has the BEST parents! There is no end to the wonderful support we receive from Kettering parents. Convention was full of stories… most of them tales of woe – of inadequate support, stage moms and more. We have it so great here. Special thanks to Mike Wallace, Jana Collier and Mary Jones for coordinating the chaperoning for this particular weekend. Thanks to the choir booster exec board for all the financial support through the years.

The alumni: “If I have seen further it is by standing on the shoulders of giants.” We could NEVER be what we are today without every other group before us pushing the envelope to make themselves better than the previous year. I keep wondering when we will stop improving…. We haven’t yet, and I hope we don’t! THANK YOU alums for making this group what it is today. Special thanks to the alums like John Gentry who make us sound so good on CD and live, and to Chris Ott and Bryan Sharpe for their awesome arrangements.

The administration: who not only allows us leave time to go to conventions, but also supports the arts as a whole and really understands the positive impact music can have on young people. We wouldn’t have all we have without the leadership of Dr. Schoenlein and Mr. VonHandorf, and Dr. Mengerink before. Thank you all!

For those of you who were not there… Thursday’s presentation was in a room for roughly 120 people. I think we had about 150 there… they were on the floor and along the wall. The presider said “I’ve never seen this many people at a session first thing on Thursday.” The crowd was great and the kids killed. They sang well and also spoke well (I had them help with the presentation). It was a huge success.

The concert Friday was even more shocking. When the doors opened the performance room (capacity probably 250), the people just kept coming… and coming! We had to delay the start as we scrambled for extra chairs. We used every chair we could find in the back storage area and it still wasn’t enough. People were lining the walls and were 3-deep in the back. When I got up halfway through the set to express my thanks, I turned to face not only the full room, but 50-some people watching from the hallway! It was humbling beyond measure to see this room heaving with support for our kids. I don’t think I will ever forget it.

To top this weekend, three KFHS students (Bobby Symes, Kendall Young and Dara Neer) were in the all-state choir. This is the first time in over a decade we have had kids at all-state! They did an amazing job with super-tough literature to a packed house. Again, a huge KCS win!

Please find listed below some quotes I heard about our kids this weekend. Many are a blur, but I have credited a couple that stuck out to me. As we look forward to ACDA and the rest of this year, I just want to say again… THANK YOU ALL for all you do to support Kettering Choirs and Eleventh Hour. I am humbled and honored to be part of this great community.

Gratefully,

Mr. McDonald

“Your kids were awe-inspiring!”

“Amazing!”
“Unbelievable!”

“I’m sorry I didn’t get to make it, because everyone told me it was the best thing on the convention!”

“I just wanted to let you know that some people just came down here from your presentation and were raving about how great it was.”

“That went perfectly. It just could not have gone any better than that. Your group was poised and mature and most importantly very cool and nice. Like them a lot.”

-Brad Rees, Tiffin University

“That was the best, most professional high school small group performance I have ever seen in my life.”

-Dr. Ben Ayling, Kent State University, International Champion Bass of The Ritz

